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for them to attend
difterent preschool Nuesenes, as thesr
nesds were different even at that young
age. One son went (o a Montessor
nursery with his one-to-one support
and his brother went 10 3 hurseqy
which was more free play and free
cholce. One coped better in a more
structured anvironment while the other
was unabie to follow rules at the time
My two younger Sons also attended
different nursenes, one at a shightly
more creative Montessori and the ather
at a church group which was very
nurturing, so we usad four preschool
nurseries for four very different children
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The same but different

We used four preschool
nursenies for four very
different children

despite their dificulties. | think that this

needs to be a very Individual choice.

A child may have no language but be

sociable and not overly affected in a
sensory way and 5o be able to attend
a mainstream school. Conversely, a
child may be relatively high functioning
and verbal but be easdy distressed by
the noise and chaos of mainstream
school. So the cholca cannot be made
on where on the autistic spectrum a
child may be placed but rather on
their social adaptive behaviour. it may
be that a mainstream school is useful
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a place wheore a child does

not wish to go; thes
of the most important considerations
However suitable the school may
seem, if the child finds it to be a hostée
enviranment, no learning will take
place. It may not be the school's fault;
it may be that serous Sensory Issues
are to blame
Alongside nursery, the boys all
had a full programme of one-to-one
applied behaviour analysis (ABA)
suppon for 35 hours a week, which
we managed to get on thair statements
after three successiul tribunais against
our local authority. | managed the
programmes and recruited the tWRors,
who accompanied the boys 1o nursery
and then on to mainstream primary
school. The system works best within
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mainstream when possible, as the
children learn from others and model
theif pehaviour on their peers. Again.
1his doesn'i work for everyone. We had
problems with the first mainstream
prmary the boys attended as it can pe
gfficult for both sides when the parents
e managing the one-to-one staff ang
not the school. We moved to another
yery supportive local mainstream and
have had an excellent relationship ever
since. All four boys went to the same
primary and my youngest is still there
fil-time with his ABA tutors.

Special solutions
Qur twins sti
particularly language, by Year
6. They needed a special school at
secondary age. The teenage years
are hard for any child and while other
children at primary school tend to be
yery supportive and inclusive of those
with SEN, this is not always the case
with other teenagers. Along with the
social difficulties, having a low level
of language means that taking exams
such as GCSEs may not be possible,
S0 mainstream secondary with one-to-
one support wasn't suitable. Schools
need to provide differentiation and also
offer alternative exam routes. Again
I decided against an autism specific

ad severe deficits,
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1ot of choice
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1 Our borough. The

School is small and suppo

offers speech therapy and small clas
H1S Classes
alongside a choice of Qualifications
r f ;
One of the denefits of Deing within a

mixed cohort has bean the

rtive and

continuing
development in anguage skills, as they

have had to work hard to be able to
converse with their peers.

Our middle son attends a large
independent school for specific
leaming difficulties. They take a high
number of more able boys with high
functioning autism but require the boys
to be capable of mainstream exams.
Having smaller classes of a maximum
of ten boys and offering a high Jeve!
of support to the puplls ensures that
they each reach their own potential.
He is more able academically than
his brothers and has higher levess of
language and general ability, despite
having the same deficits as his brothers
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101 just subject to the teaching

Or environment provided but also
Gue perhaps to his nirinsic leve! of
,au'sr"' It also shows that we don't
ANOW how each indiv }Kual child may
progress so they must all be given
an equal chance. Our boys were
all non-verbal at d agnosis but now
have useable language abilities:
some childran with autism may never
acquire verbal 'apgua,ge and will need
schools appropriate for their needs. It
'S important to ensure that each child
reaches their own potential, whatever
that may be

Careful consideration in terms of
the choice of schools is paramount.
Unfortunately, there is not enough
choice available to parents, which
often means, as in my sons' case, that
pupils have to travel a long distance
to school, making their day very long.
For some children, Monday to Friday
boarding or residential schools may be
the only option to provide the teaching
anvironment that they need

Our youngest is stil at local
mainstream school and we don't know
yet whether he will follow any of his
prothers to their current schools or
whether we will find a different path
for him. It will depend on his abilites
and needs at the time.

Further information
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